HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR DOING BUSINESS WITH 

DEFENSE HUMAN RESOURCES ACTIVITY (DHRA)

In accordance with Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR), DHRA uses Federal Business Opportunities (FBO) and General Service Administration (GSA) E-buy to publicize contracting opportunities. 
Federal Business Opportunities (FBO) https://www.fbo.gov/
 FBO is a single point of entry for Federal buyers to publish and for vendors to find posted Federal business opportunities across departments and agencies. Vendors can register in FBO and use the advanced functionalities to:

· Set up "search agents" based on detailed search elements, which highlight newly added opportunities which align with their search criteria; search on keywords

· Add opportunities to a "watch list" list (ala "favorites" list"). These allows for easy reference to targeted opportunities on their user interface (UI) and receive daily update emails about changes impacting opportunities on their watch list. 
General Service Administration (GSA)
Under the GSA Schedules (also referred to as Multiple Award Schedules and Federal Supply Schedules) Program, GSA establishes long-term government wide contracts with commercial firms to provide access to over 11 million commercial supplies (products) and services that can be ordered directly from GSA Schedule contractors or through the GSA Advantage!® online shopping and ordering system. 

For information about the GSA schedule, you can contact the MAS Helpdesk at: Phone: (800) 488-3111, Email: mashelpdesk@gsa.gov, or go to:

 http://www.gsa.gov/
and click on "GSA Schedules" for information about the schedule process.

Central Contractor Registration (CCR) https://www.bpn.gov/ccr/
In accordance with FAR 4.11, prospective vendors must be registered in CCR prior to the award of a contract; basic agreement, basic ordering agreement, or blanket purchase agreement. The CCR is the primary registrant database for the U.S. Federal Government. CCR collects, validates, stores and disseminates data in support of agency acquisition missions. Vendors must have a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number to register in the CCR. The DUNS Number is assigned by Dun & Bradstreet, Inc. (D&B) to identify unique business entities. 

Online Representations and Certifications Application (ORCA)   https://orca.bpn.gov/
Prior to ORCA, vendors were required to submit Representations and Certifications (Reps and Certs) for each individual large purchase contract award. Now, using ORCA, a contractor can enter their Reps and Certs data once for use on all Federal contracts. 

Reps and Certs submitted to ORCA must updated as necessary, but at least annually, to ensure they are kept current, accurate, and complete.  CCR and ORCA are complementary systems. ORCA reuses data pulled from CCR and pre-populates many of the required Representations and Certifications. Then, the vendor completes the remaining Reps and Certs with the understanding that with each solicitation they are certifying to current, accurate and complete information. 

Vendors can obtain help with internet registration on ORCA from their local PTAC (see below). 
Procurement Technical Assistance Centers (PTACs) http://www.aptac-us.org/new/
The Association of Procurement Technical Assistance Centers (APTAC) represents 94 PTACs - and the more than 500 procurement professionals that work for them - primarily dedicated to assisting small businesses seeking to compete successfully in federal, state and local government contracting.  This website shares information about the PTACs and connects interested businesses with Centers that can provide the help that they need. 
